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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
My name is Matt Smith and I’m the recently appointed Head of 
Club Coaching at Team Bath Tennis and an LTA Senior Club 
Coach (Level 4). 
 
I was previously Head Coach at Epping Tennis Club in Essex, 
where I ran a full coaching programme and went on to build a 
reputation within the county and nationally for our development 
and performance tennis - with many of the schemes now being 
used as case studies and examples of excellent practice for 
British Tennis. 
 
It was through our achievements and coaching ethos and 
philosophy, both on and off court, that led to me to being 
awarded AEGON LTA British Coach of the Year 2011 – 
received at the O2 ATP World Tour Finals, and being nominated 
for SportscoachUK ‘UK Coach of the Year’ 2011.  
 
Previously I attended Loughborough University in 2005 where I won colours for commitment to 
the sport. My experience ranges from working in County High Performance Centres and training 
in Australian academies, through to local community outreach programmes and all-inclusive 
cardio tennis sessions. 
 
I’m delighted to have been accepted into the already well established and experienced team of 
coaches here, and have had the pleasure of meeting many of the wonderful children on the 
programme - putting them through their paces on court in the past few weeks. 
 
It’s clear that Erica and the team have established a great programme and I feel privileged to 
have the opportunity to try and enhance this work and develop it even further.   
 
Our combined goal shall be to get the children playing the game soon as possible and to reach 
their potential within the sport. Our philosophy being ‘Train to Play’.  
 
To achieve this we will focus on enhancing the fun and engaging learning environment within 
the centre for all ages and developing mini and junior talent through participating in regular fun 
competition. 
FUN is something that will always be present on court, with children learning the game through 
varied and progressive drills, led by our experienced team of coaches and their assistants. 
 
Feedback 
Thanks to all of you who have contributed to our parent survey. It is vital for us that we have 
your feedback and views to aid in the future development of what we do both on and off the 
court and that you have a say in any changes that are made. We will be collating the feedback 
in the coming weeks and acting upon the findings in due course. We will always strive to 
improve the services provided, and welcome any added feedback as the term continues. 



 
 
 
 
Access to and from the courts 
I would like to take this opportunity to once again communicate the recent change made by the 
Sports Department in regards to the flow of people through the facility, in our case, the metal 
gate at the end of the tennis balcony. The centre now requires everyone who is booked onto a 
course to enter through reception downstairs – so the centre can control and monitor lower level 
access. 
 
Therefore the balcony is to be used as a viewing area and EXIT ONLY collection point. If seen 
using the gate as an entrance, it is the coaches’ obligation to now ask you to go back round 
through reception. 
 
Due to this, please allow plenty of time to make your way through reception and get to the 
courts before your session starts – the duty staff will endeavour to keep your wait short, and we 
would welcome any feedback on the new system. 
 
Toilet access is therefore not as easy due to the gate. Please could you please try to take 
children to the toilet BEFORE the start of the session, to reduce disruption for them during the 
lesson time. Should a child need to go during the lesson, they will be taken by an assistant if 
parents are not visible on the balcony.  
 
Booking for next term 
The spring term booking forms for mini, junior and adult coaching courses will become available 
towards the end of this term, and will operate, as usual, on a first come first served basis - 
secured with full payment. 
 
www.teambath.com/sport/tennis/ 
Bookings are to go through the tennis office to ensure everyone is in the correct group, and can 
be paid for over the phone on 01225 384210. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
To make sure you are all aware of the future developments and the exciting times ahead, I will 
be organising two parents meetings, one afternoon, and an evening. To be held in the Lecture 
Room, on the upper level around the corner from the tennis balcony and office. 

• Thursday 22nd  Nov 4-5pm 

• Monday 26th Nov 6.30-7.30pm 
 
I really hope that some of you will be able to attend either one of the sessions, as it will contain 
valuable information on the development of your child’s tennis and what’s to come. There will be 
an email reminder again closer to the time. 
 
Thank you all for your warm welcome, and please contact me with any questions at any time. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Matt Smith 
Team Bath Tennis 
Head of Club Coaching 
 

     


